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Dean’s Message: Interim Dean Richardean Benjamin 

From the Editor 

As time flies, my blessings build 
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LEARNING TOGETHER. HEALING THE WORLD. 

SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

By Irvin B. Harrell 

The National Academy of Sciences has chosen Steven M. Becker, a professor at Old Dominion University to 

serve on its Nuclear and Radiation Studies Board. Becker is an internationally known authority on disaster pre-

paredness and response, radiation emergencies, and risk communication.  

The Nuclear and Radiation Studies Board is part of the Division of Life and Earth Studies of the National 
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IPE CORNER 

LEARNING TOGETHER. HEALING THE WORLD. 

A few years ago after a traumatic accident, I presented to my primary care provider 

for a follow-up visit and was seen by a medical student who was not familiar with my 

medical history.  After taking my blood pressure, the student commented “wow that’s 

not bad for you.”  The blood pressure at 126/80 was indeed bad for me because as a 

whole my blood pressure had always remained under 110/60-70.  I thought… Was 

the student assuming it wasn’t bad for someone of my age, my gender, my ethnicity, 

and/or my weight?  Which unconscious biases had colored her conclusion?  

Implicit or unconscious biases are at work in all of us.  Implicit bias has been defined 

as a process by which we unconsciously classify patients, families, communities as 

belonging to specific groups and then apply stereotypes about that group – whether 

positive or negative to them.  Implicit biases are a concern to health care professionals 

because they may manifest in ways that further disadvantage those who are already 

vulnerable. Both patients and providers can possess unconscious biases. For, example, how many patients 

have assumed that a woman wearing scrubs on who enters their hospital room for assistance and/or medica-

tions is a nurse only to realize that the woman is from the dietary department or a physician?   

The unconscious mind processes large amounts of information by using shortcuts that are based on our past 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28249596
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/research/
http://www.pbs.org/video/studio-sacramento-unconscious-bias/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Implicit+Bias+For+Dummies&&view=detail&mid=5492C3825FC3CD535DFA5492C3825FC3CD535DFA&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Implicit+Bias+For+Dummies&&view=detail&mid=5492C3825FC3CD535DFA5492C3825FC3CD535DFA&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Implicit+Bias+For+Dummies&&view=detail&mid=5492C3825FC3CD535DFA5492C3825FC3CD535DFA&FORM=VRDGAR
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SCHOOL OF PHYSICAL THERAPY & ATHLETIC TRAINING 

LEARNING TOGETHER. HEALING THE WORLD. 

By Irvin B. Harrell
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CENTER FOR GLOBAL HEALTH 

LEARNING TOGETHER. HEALING THE WORLD. 

T he impact of transportation on public health has continued to be an important issue in the nation and 

Hampton Roads area. After meeting with key stakeholders in transportation in 2016, the Old Dominion 

University Center for Global Health (CGH) prioritized addressing public health issues associated with trans-

portation in the Hampton Roads region.  

In 2016, the center launched the Public Health and Transportation Working Group along with a Public Health 

and Transportation Data Archive website. The working group brought transportation and health experts togeth-

er from across Hampton Roads to discuss key issues developed during a previous two-day webinar hosted by 

the National Academy of Sciences.  

On Sept. 11 of this year, the center hosted a Public Health and Transportation Workshop for the group at the 

School of Community and Environmental Health. The workshop was comprised of 17 participants who repre-

sented organizations such as the Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization, the Virginia Depart-

ment of Transportation, Hampton Roads Transportation, Inc., Virginia Modeling, Analysis and Simulation 

Center, and Strafford University.   

The goal of the workshop was to review the results of the needs-assessment survey distributed from May-

August 2017 via Qualtrics, and to use the survey data to determine the future trajectory of the group. Dr. Muge 

Akpinar-Elci, director of the Center for Global Health, welcomed participants and presented the agenda for the 

workshop.  After introductory remarks, My Ngoc Nguyen, the center’s program manager who was responsible 

for the design, administration, and analysis of the survey, reported the results.  All members of the workshop 

participated in an informative Q&A and also provided their input on an upcoming transportation grant oppor-

tunity. A general discussion on the next steps to be taken by the group then yielded the following recommen-

dations:  

 Creation of a consortium with guest speakers, panel discussions, and community engagement to discuss 

current health and transportation topics/issues in Hampton Roads 

 Compare data on bike path usage with health data (health per bike mile) and 



COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES                                                           PAGE 9 

CENTER FOR GLOBAL HEALTH 

https://give.funderbolt.io/odu/global-health-heroes
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Upcoming Events 
 December 

 

December 19  University Faculty and Staff Holiday Reception, Noon  

    Location:  Broderick Dining Commons  

 December 20   COHS Holiday Reception ð 1:00 p.m. ð Atrium ð Cider and Cookies  

 December 21 -Jan 1 University Closed for Holiday  

 

January 

 

 January 2  University Reopens 

January 6  Spring Classes Begin 

January 13 ð 15 No Classes  

January 15  Martin Luther King Holiday - University Closed 

 

February 

 

             February 7        Program Directorõs Meeting and WEAVE Training (Assessment Best Practices & 
Maximizing your Assessment Feedback, 12:00 ð 1:00 p.m., COHS Computer Lab 

February 9       COHS Advisory Board Meeting, 8:30-11:00 a.m.,  

       Location:  COHS Annex ð Room 1008, Tour of C&EH (members only) 

February 19       Deanõs Student Advisory Committee Luncheon, 12:00 -1:00 p.m.  

       Deanõs Conference Room  

February 24       Scholarõs Day (ODU Admissions Event)  

February 24-26       Dental Hygiene - Winter Weekend Continuing Education  

 

March 

 

March  5-10  Students Spring Break     

March 7   Chairõs Council Retreat, Location: TBD  

March 14  ODU/CHKD Culture of Safety Presentation, ODU Theatre or Ted Constant 
Convocation Center    

March 24 Admitted Students Day 

LEARNING TOGETHER. HEALING THE WORLD. 


